
14 June                  Mark 9:30-41 
 

MAIN POINT: Jesus calls Christians to be servants, to be little, to be last. 
 
 

Background 
This is the second prediction of the death and resurrection of Jesus: the other two 
being 8:31-32 and 10:33-34. (Look back to the notes of 3 May). 
 
The drama is moving away from Galilee (in the north) to Jerusalem (in the south). 
Without the pressure from the crowds Jesus was in a position to teach the 
disciples (v.31). They stopped off at Capernaum. For most of his ministry this was 
Jesus’ base on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee and the home of Peter 
(1:29). Now in ruins the small town today has a synagogue (later than the time of 
Jesus), a monastery and a rather ugly ‘flying saucer’ looking church supported on 
concrete pillars located directly above the supposed site of Peter’s house.    
 
Jesus spoke of his death and resurrection … and then the rather surprising 
comment about the disciples’ fear of asking him about it (v.32). Jesus was 
approachable but they were fearful. The implications were just too much for 
them. Jesus was determined but they lacked the faith and the willingness to 
follow through what would be demanded of them. Was it also the fear of being 
rebuked by him (cf. v.33)? 
 
‘Who is the greatest?’ (v.34). ‘The silence of the disciples is wordless confession’ 
(Edwards, Mark, 286). They were shamed into silence… true greatness expressed 
itself in a servant-hearted devotion. 
 
Jesus took a child in his arms – not as an example of ‘humility’ but of 
insignificance. Those who are welcomed into the kingdom and assume kingdom 
values aren’t the wealthy or powerful but the overlooked and the insignificant. 
‘Disciples are thus not to be like children, but to be like Jesus who embraces them’ 
(Edwards, Mark, 288). 
 
Who are the insiders and those who are outside? Were the disciples just to be 
identified with the Twelve? Could genuine followers of Jesus be non-Jews, or 
Samaritans, or even the Romans? Jesus was prepared to widen the boundaries 
and to blur the distinctions – more so than his narrow-minded followers. ‘He was 
not one of us’ – was the presumptuous and inflated opinion of themselves (cf. 
9:34).   
 
‘The Kingdom of God is larger than our experience of it’ (Edwards, 288). Much the 
same could be said of the Christian church! 

As a group read Mark 9:30-37, then discuss the following questions: 



 
 
Q1 What do you make here of the Twelve disciples? 
 
 
Q2 ‘Who is the greatest’ – in the life of the church, in your local community, in 

your home? 
 
 
Q3 What is the difference between a childish faith and a child-like faith?   
 
 

As a group read Mark 9:38-41, then discuss the following questions: 
 
 
Q1 Do we genuinely believe that ‘whoever is not against us is for us’ (v.40).   
 
 
Q2 How tolerant must we be of those outside of our Evangelical tradition? Are 

we too exclusive or just too proud? What should determine the boundaries 
of our co-operation with other Christians?  

 
 
Q3 In the light of v.41, what should be our response to the needs of the 

‘hungry, thirsty, lonely, naked, sick and imprisoned’ (Mt. 25:35-36)? 
 
 
Q4 Following the study, what one thing has challenged and encouraged you 

most? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer: 
Pray for the orthodox Christian communities on Tyneside. Pray for Christians you 

know from other traditions than our own. 
 


