
17 May            Mark 9:1-13 
 

MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s son. He has the power to overcome death and rise 
again. So listen to him! Trust what he says! 

 

Background 
After the disclosure at Caesarea Philippi, further north in the hills (was it Mt. Hermon?) 
the transfiguration of Jesus took place. It was a unique happening. It was (in the jargon) 
‘a momentary empirical revelation of the divine authority that Jesus has manifested 
throughout his ministry’ (Edwards, Mark, 271), and an anticipation of the resurrection. It 
was a disclosure of divine power (v.1) and glory; and a foretaste of his heavenly glory, 
beyond the cross and the empty tomb.   
 
The inner-circle of Peter, James and John known as ‘the elect of the elect’ were 
together at the raising of Jairus’ daughter (5:37), the Mount of Transfiguration (9:2) and 
in the Garden of Gethsemane (14:33). ‘What of the disciples’ experience? It was only a 
week after Peter’s confession. They knew he was the Messiah, but along with that 
disclosure had come another still more startling – the doctrine of the cross. If, in one 
way, the mystery of Jesus’ person had been illumined for them, in another way it had 
been deepened and intensified. The disciples were in a state of tension’ (A. M. Hunter, 
Mark, 93). 
 
Two OT figures appeared. One was Moses (whose face shone in the presence of God 
Ex.34:35) who represents ‘the law’ and the other was Elijah who represents ‘the 
prophets’. Both of these figures expressed something of the law/prophetical tradition. 
They were the ‘joint preparers of the final prophet to come’ (Dt. 18:15; Mal.4:5-6) 
(Edwards, 265). ‘They are servants of God and prophets of God, indeed, nothing less 
than divine witnesses to Jesus as the Son of God’ (Edwards, 266). ‘J. C. Ryle quotes an 
earlier commentator: ‘No assembly was ever more illustrious. Here is God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Here are Moses and Elijah, the chief of the 
prophets. Here are Peter, James and John, the chief of the apostles’ (Ryle, Mark, 176). 
 
The cloud was the glory of God, the shekinah, ‘the visible sign of the divine presence 
which descends to earth from its concealment in heaven’ (Eichrodt, 2:34). The divine 
voice spoke (as at his baptism), setting Jesus apart from Moses and Elijah and designates 
him as the Son of God. They vanished: he remained (v.8). 
 
‘The vision of the holy mount is a gracious pledge that glorious things are in store for the 
people of God. Their crucified Saviour shall come again in power and great glory. His 
saints shall all come with him, and are in safe keeping until that happy day. [Meanwhile] 
we may wait patiently’ (Col, 3:4) (Ryle, 175). 
 
On the way, down from the hills, they spoke of suffering, rejection and death; and of the 
resurrection from the dead. Here is the suffering Son of Man (Lk. 24:26) who suffered 
under Pontius Pilate (Apostles’ Creed). 
 



As a group read Mark 9:1-13, then discuss the following questions: 
 
 
Q1 What for us is the significance of the transfiguration? What does it tell us 

about the person of Jesus?  
 
 

Q2 Some Christians refer to ‘thin places’ where the boundary between earth 
and heaven is paper thin. How, and in what way, does this chime with your 
understanding and experience, and relating it too, to the transfiguration? 

 
 
Q3 What do you make of the appearances of Moses and of Elijah (vv. 4, 5, 12-

13)? What is their particular significance? What too of the role of John the 
Baptist? 

 
 
Q4 We read about God speaking at Jesus’ baptism (Mk. 1:11), at the 

transfiguration (v.7) and on the way to Jerusalem (Jn. 12:28-29). How today 
do we recognise the voice of God or is it simply the sound of thunder (Jn. 
12:29)? 

 
 
Q5 Following the study, what one thing has challenged and encouraged you 

most? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer: 
Introduce a brief prayer time with Rev. 4:8b, 11 and 5:12. 

 


