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World Mission Home Group                                         8 Nov 17 

Aims for this study: Once a year Home Groups devote a session to mission, 
thinking through a relevant passage, considering its implications for the life 
and service of their own mission partner/organisation, and having an 
extended time of prayer for them and their particular situation. 
 

Why does each home group have a mission link? 
 It's good for us and our growth! Healthy groups help every member to 

grow in Christ and live gospel centred lives. Getting to know and praying 
faithfully for mission partners should help by keeping us outward looking 
and not just focussing on our own needs. It should also encourage us to 
view our own calling as 'missionaries' and spur us on to play our part in 
getting the good news about Jesus to everyone in the whole world. 

 It's good for them and their work! Maintaining meaningful relationships 
with us as a church is not easy - they're not able to join us in person very 
often and there are always new people joining the church who they will 
never have met. Relationships with specific Home Groups make our links 
meaningful. The impact of our prayers for them is impossible to measure, 
but is undoubtedly the main means by which God enables them to 
persevere in ministry and to bear fruit. 

What role can the home group play in supporting mission partners? 
The key way is by keeping in contact and praying regularly for them. When 
they visit, there may also be an opportunity to meet up with them. Some 
group members may even be able to visit them on behalf of the group! 
PART 1: LEARNING ABOUT OUR MISSION PARTNER                             [20 minutes] 
 
Q1 Who is our Home Group mission partner? 
 
 
 
 
Q2 Where are they working? What are they doing? 
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Q3 Are there any particular stresses in their present situation? 
 
 
 
Q4 How can we pray for them? 
 
 
 
 
PART 2: BIBLE STUDY - ACTS 14                                                                 [40 minutes] 

READ ACTS 14. 
 

Q5 Looking at verses 1-7, what pattern for missionary work did Paul and 
Barnabas establish? How can contemporary missionaries follow this pattern? 
What reactions did Paul and Barnabas encounter? How might your 
missionary link encounter the same reactions in their situation? 
 
 
 
 
Q6 If verses 1-7 are about a missionary’s role of proclaiming good news, what 
other aspects of missionary work can be found in verses 8-20? What do 
verses 11-13 tell us about why missionary work is necessary? What do verses 
14-18 tell us about the content of the Gospel message? How should this 
impact on what we pray for our missionaries? What particular obstacles do 
they encounter? 
 
 

Background: Persecution began against the apostles (Acts 5), Stephen has 
been stoned to death (Acts 7), the church scattered (Acts 8), Saul 
converted (Acts 9) and the 'word of God continued to increase and spread' 
(Acts 12). The church in Antioch has responded to the Holy Spirit's call to 
send Barnabas and Paul on a missionary journey and new churches have 
been planted. They will report back to their sending church all that God has 
done. 
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Q7 What do verses 21-25 tell us about how missionaries work to build up the 
church?  What do verses 26-28 tell us about the relationship between a 
missionary and the group/church who send them? How should this apply to 
our relationship with our missionary link?  
 
 
 
 
Q8 Application: what one thing will our group do to support our missionary 
link better? What action will our group take to ensure we are more 
consistent in prayer for our link?  
 
 
 
 
Q9 How can you be better informed and more consistent in your prayer 
partnership with your mission partner or organisation link?  
 
 
 
 
Q10 How can you keep in touch with them?  
 
 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Please allow time for your group to pray for your mission partner. Please 
remind people to mould their prayers around what we have learned from 
the Bible study. This week, focus prayer for one another on the 
opportunities we have on our 'frontlines', again moulding our prayers on 
what we have learned from God's word.  
 

There will be a World Mission Focus on Wednesday 1st November, 8pm 
in Church Hall with Andy & Rose Roberts 


