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Main point: Fundamental to the Reformation was the biblical doctrine of 
justification by faith alone.  We are not saved by what we do, but what God 
does for us in Christ.  His righteousness is imputed to us and is received by 
grace alone, by faith alone. 

The Reformation Then and Now: By Faith Alone       6 Dec 17 

Background 
For Martin Luther: ‘Faith is not a paltry and petty matter … but it is a 
heartfelt confidence in God through Christ that Christ’s suffering and 
death pertain to you and should belong to you'.  For Luther it was ‘the 
principal article of all Christian doctrine, which maketh true Christians 
indeed’. 
 

For John Calvin: ‘Faith is the principal work of the Holy Spirit … Paul shows 
the Spirit to be the inner teacher by whose effort the promise of salvation 
penetrates into our minds … faith itself has no other source than the Spirit’ 
(3.1.4). ‘Now we shall possess a right definition of faith if we call it a firm 
and certain knowledge of God’s benevolence toward us, founded upon the 
truth of the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds and 
sealed upon our hearts through the Holy Spirit’ (3. 2. 7)  ‘Faith believes that 
eternal life has been given to us, hope anticipates that it will sometime be 
revealed; faith is the foundation upon which hope rests, hope nourishes 
and sustains faith’ (3.2.42). John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion 
(1560) [In the references the first number is the book, the second, the 
chapter, the third, the paragraph]. 
 

For Thomas Cranmer: ‘Let us set our whole faith and trust in God,  
and neither the world, the devil, nor all the power of them shall prevail 
against us.  Let us … try and examine our faith, what it is: let us not flatter 
ourselves, but look upon our works, and so judge of our faith what it is … 
thy deeds and works mist be an open testimonial of thy faith: otherwise 
thy faith, being without good works, is but the devil’s faith, the faith of the 
wicked, a phantasy of faith, and not a true Christian faith’.) Thomas 
Cranmer, A short declaration of the true, lively and Christian faith (part 3), 
Certain Sermons or Homilies (1547). 
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READ ROMANS 3:21-26 
 

Q1 What is the difference between true faith and false faith?  If faith comes 
by hearing and hearing by the word of God how and in what way do we ‘hear’ 
the word of God? 
 

Q2 What comes first faith or works?   
 
 
 
 
Q3 Surely the Jews (as God’s special people) because of who they were and 
not because of Christ? 
 

Q4 Perhaps working in pairs, try and put vv22-26 in simple, everyday speech.  
 
 
 
 
READ ROMANS 10:14-18 
 

Glossary 
 

Righteousness (vv.21, 26) a right standing before God, and bestowed by 
him. 
 

Law and prophets (v.21) refers to the OT. 
 

Justified (v.24).  To be made right with God – declared to be ’not guilty’ 
before him. 
 

Redemption (v.24).  This is a transaction to purchase or to buy back.  
Sinners are ransomed by the cross. 
 

Propitiation (v.25).  It refers to the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ that 
atones for the holy wrath of God. 
 

On the cross, Christ ‘made there (by his one oblation of himself once 
offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world’ (Book of Common Prayer). 
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Q5 A series of questions are asked here (3 x in 14; 1 x in v.15).  How would 
you answer these four questions? 
 
 
 
 
Q6 How would you describe the specific calling to be an ‘evangelist’ 
(Ephesians 4:11)?  But is it any different from the calling of ‘ordinary’ 
Christians?  
 
 
 
 
Q7 From these verses what is the origin of ‘faith’?  Is it from God or man? 
 

Q8 What are the hallmarks of ‘gospel preaching’ - can you identify what they 
are? 
 
 
 
 
Q9 Today, with TV and social media, we think visually and few people ever 
sit and hear someone speaking to them (cf. meetings at a general election, 
‘Question Time’ on TV, speeches at a wedding, school prize-giving).  What 
then is the place for preaching in the modern world? 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer 

 

Thank God for evangelists and faith sharers; pray for the opportunities of 
sharing the good news this Christmas. 


