
 

5 June The promise endorsed Genesis 14:17-15:6 

Abram Blessed by Melchizedek 

14 17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were 
with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, 
the King’s Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. 
(He was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, 

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
    Possessor of heaven and earth; 
20 and blessed be God Most High, 
    who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 

And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to 
Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said 
to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap 
or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take 
nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went 
with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.” 

God’s Covenant with Abram 

15 1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word 
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall 
be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look towards heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. 
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Questions for Discussion 

1. Read Genesis 14:17-24. Two kings seek an audience with the victorious Abram 
– the king of Sodom, and the priest-king Melchizedek, the latter being a 
mysterious pop-up character who is seen in the Bible as a ‘type of Christ’, 
prefiguring Christ in many ways. It looks at first sight as if the king of Sodom is 
being generous to Abram (14:21, though of course it’s true that he owes Abram 
a great debt). But Abram sees things differently (v.22-24). Discuss why Abram 
takes the line he does. How easily do we, today, find ourselves inappropriately 
in debt to the godless world around us? 

2. But the audience with Melchizedek is altogether different. Describe the 
exchange between the two men. Why does Abraham make an offering to 
Melchizedek? And why do you think Melchizedek blesses Abram? Can you 
explain why we see a reference to the 10% tithe here, so early in the Bible, 
before the Law of Moses, which commands it, was given? 

3. Read Psalm 110 together with Luke 20:41-44, and then Hebrews 7:1-3. Note 
that ‘the LORD’ in Psalm 110:1 is God (Yahweh), and the ‘Lord’ is the promised 
messiah. The Luke passage is Jesus showing himself to be the messiah of Psalm 
110. Melchizedek in these passages is held up as a sort of ‘prototype of Christ’. 
In what ways is Melchizedek like Christ? Hebrews 7 will help. 

4. Read Genesis 15:1-21. One way in which God continued to be gracious to 
Abram is that he kept on speaking to Abram! See v.1! God kept on reassuring 
Abram of his promise and commitment to that promise. Do we need such 
continual reassurance? How can we keep on hearing the voice of God reassure 
us of his love and commitment to us? [This is an easy question! God’s word 
remains phenomenally and wonderfully available to us!] 

5. Take note of the new promise, or, rather, the new angle on the promise, in v.1. 
What does God assure Abram of here? It’s not, here, the promise of land and 
children, but is the promise of what? Look at Proverbs 18:10 again (we did so a 
few studies back). Does God make the same promise to us as he did to Abram? 
What does it mean for us? 

6. But Abram clearly does need reassurance – see v.2-3. Share with one another 
how easily (or otherwise?) we entertain doubts and fears for the future, when 
God’s loving purposes don’t seem to be on track. Where do we go for 
reassurance? 

7. God lovingly does reassure Abram that his (God’s) promises are certainly on 
track. This time the promised descendants of Abram are emphasised as being 
his own blood descendants as numerous as the stars (back in 13:16 it was dust 
particles!). But it’s Abram’s response that we need to note here. What was it, 
and why was it so special? 

8. Read Romans 4:1-8. According to the apostle Paul, and according to Genesis 
15:6, what did Abram’s response to God’s promise consist of first and foremost? 
Why is this so important according to Romans 4? If we place our trust in God, 



 Page  3  

what is the result? Abram put his trust in God’s promise; what do we have to 
put our trust in, according to Romans 4:23-25! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


