
3 Jul                              The Promise Confirmed                     Genesis 17:1-14 

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision 

17 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said 
to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make 
my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram 
fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 
shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a 
multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into 
nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between 
me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will 
give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you 
shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among 
you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days 
old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, 
whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is 
not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your house and he who is bought 
with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh 
an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 
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Questions for Discussion 

1. Read Genesis 17:1-14. God’s covenant with Abram (‘exalted father’), now to be 
known as Abraham (‘father of a multitude’) is sealed a second time, this time 
with something Abram must do at God’s command – circumcision. The change 
of name (v.5) marks the constitution of Abraham and his offspring by Sarai (now 
Sarah = ‘princess’) as the people of God. This is why Abraham is known as the 
father of God’s people. They are to be marked out by a sign. 

In the previous study we saw how God gives us the Holy Spirit as the seal of his 
new covenant with us, the equivalent of the covenant ceremony in Genesis 15. 
But what in our lives is the equivalent of circumcision? What must we do in 
obedience to God to show that we belong to God’s people? Indeed, apart from 
the ceremony of circumcision, what did Abram have to do (see end of v.1). 

2. What was Abram’s reaction to God’s word in v.3 (such a contrast with v.2 of the 
previous chapter!)? What attitude does this imply? What about us? How in 
practice should we fall on our face before God? 

3. The rite of circumcision commanded here is, of course, highly personal, but it is 
also corporate – it marks the entire body of God’s people. Anyone not 
circumcised does not belong (v.14). How does covenant membership, and the 
humble worship of God that is the duty of covenant membership, apply to the 
body of Christ today? Or to put it another way, how can we, the church, exhibit 
‘circumcision of the heart’ corporately, especially with reference to the watching 
world? If you think we are failing, either as a local church family, or as a national 
church, what can we do about it? 

4. The promise of multitudinous offspring is ratified yet again (v.2,5-8), and 
remember, Abraham’s new name means ‘father of many’. How does the promise 
of many offspring apply to the Christian church today? What should we do 
about it? 

5. Why is Abraham regarded not only as the father of God’s OT people, but also 
father of God’s NT people? Read Romans 4:13,16-18. How does this apply to 
us? In what way, and how, should we claim Abraham as our father? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


