
27 Mar         “God’s Promise To Noah”     Genesis 8-9 
 

8 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him 

in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2 The 

fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the 

heavens was restrained, 3 and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the 

end of 150 days the waters had abated, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth 

day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters 

continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the 

month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 

6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7 and 

sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the 

earth. 8 Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the 

face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him 

to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand 

and took her and brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and 

again he sent forth the dove out of the ark.11 And the dove came back to him in the 

evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that 

the waters had subsided from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days and sent 

forth the dove, and she did not return to him any more. 

13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the 

waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and 

looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the second month, on the 

twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15 Then God said to 

Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives 

with you.17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and 

animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the 

earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his 

wife and his sons' wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, 

everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark. 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of 

every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the LORD smelt the 

pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of 

man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike 

down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and 

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” 

9 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth 

and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all 

the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall 

be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything.4 But you shall 

not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require a 
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reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will 

require a reckoning for the life of man. 

6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, 

for God made man in his own image. 
7 And you,[b] be fruitful and multiply, teem on the earth and multiply in it.” 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with 

you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the 

birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 

ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again 

shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood 

to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make 

between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 

the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 

flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 

covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God 

said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all 

flesh that is on the earth.” 

18 The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham 

was the father of Canaan.) 19 These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the 

people of the whole earth were dispersed.[c] 

20 Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard.[d] 21 He drank of the 

wine and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent.22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, 

saw the nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem and 

Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backwards and 

covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned backwards, and they did 

not see their father's nakedness. 24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his 

youngest son had done to him, 25 he said, 

“Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.” 
26 He also said, 

“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. 
27 May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem, and let Canaan be his 

servant.” 

 
28 After the flood Noah lived for 350 years. 29 All the days of Noah were 950 years, and 

he died. 
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Questions for Discussion 

1. Read Genesis 8:1-5. What does v.1a say about God, and what does it say about 

Noah’s place in God’s heart, and in God’s providential purposes? Note how God 

is providentially in control (v.1b) of the ending of the flood (8:1b-5 and beyond). 

For us Christians, also under God’s grace, what can we infer from these verses 

about our place in God’s heart and providential purposes and control of our 

lives?  

2. Read 8:6-14. What part does Noah play in God’s great plan, and what should 

we learn about our responsibility when we are involved in God’s work? 

3. Read 8:15-19, then 9:1-7, and recall 1:27-28. These verses recall the image of 

God in man, and they relate the immensely important place man has in God’s 

creation (‘You have crowned him with glory and honour’, Psalm 8:5b). In the 

weeks since we looked at this theme in Genesis 1, have you encountered 

further examples of how the secular world around us continually degrades 

humanity, either in your experience, or in the news media? Discuss our Christian 

response to human depravity and debauchery, especially in regard to the 

devaluing of human life (9:5b-6) that we see around us all the time.  

4. Read Genesis 8:20-22. What was Noah’s first action on leaving the ark, and 

why, and what was God’s response to Noah? What should we learn from this? 

And how should we imitate Noah’s example? 

5. Read Genesis 9:1a, and recall Genesis 6:8; then read Genesis 12:2-3. Both these 

great OT figures were ‘blessed’ by God, and God’s blessing on them was 

perpetuated down through history. They were key early figures in God’s great 

plan of salvation, and through their obedience to God’s command God 

ultimately brought salvation to the world in Christ. Read Hebrews 11:7 and 

Romans 4:9: what was it about these heroes that brought God’s blessing upon 

them? I.e., what great Christian doctrine do they exemplify? 

6. Read 9:8-17. What do you notice as being important about this covenant? What 

should be our response? 

7. Read 9:18-29. In this last sad episode we find a flaw in Noah and his family. 

What did Noah do that was so wrong, and why, and what should we learn? 

 

 

 

 


