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The Reformation Then and Now: By Grace Alone   22 Nov 17 

Main point: What comes first grace or faith? Is my Christian faith based on 
my response to the love of God, or is the grace of God extended towards me 
even before I knew it? We are not saved by faith, but saved by grace through 
faith alone.   

Background 
The grace of God (his ‘prevenient grace’) is evident in the testimonies of John 
Charles Ryle, John Berridge and Augustus Toplady.   
John Charles Ryle (1816-1900) was converted to faith in Christ in Oxford in 
1837.  On attending St Martin’s Church, he heard words read with some 
emphasis, ‘By grace are ye saved – through faith and that not of yourselves – 
it is the gift of God.’ (Ephesians 2:8).  
 

(A. Athersone (ed.) Bishop J. C. Ryle’s Autobiography, 2016, p.199). 
 

The epitaph of John Berridge (1716-1793) the vicar of Everton, Bedfordshire.  
He experienced an Evangelical conversion after his ordination. 
 

Reader, art thou born again? 
No salvation without a new birth! 
I was born in sin, February 1716. 
Remained ignorant of my fallen state until 1730. 
Lived proudly on faith and works for salvation till 1754. 
Admitted to Everton vicarage, 1755. 
Fled to Jesus alone for refuge, 1756. 
Fell asleep in Christ, 22 January 1793. 
 

Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-1778), who composed the hymn ‘Rock of 
ages’ gave it the subtitle: ‘a living and dying prayer for the holiest believer in 
the world’ 
 

Not the labours of my hands  
can fulfil thy law’s demands;  
could my zeal no respite know,  
could my tears for ever flow,  
could my tears for ever flow,  
all for sin could not atone;  
Thou must save, and thou alone. 
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 READ DEUTERONOMY 7:7-12 
 

Q1 What do we learn here about God the Father? 
 
 
 
 

Q2 What would we want to say about ‘the love of God’?   
 
 
 
 
Q3 The Covenant – what was it, and what were the implications of being 
within the Covenant?  Do we regard ourselves as being within God’s 
Covenant? 
 
 
 
 
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

Q4   How are unbelievers described here?  
 
 
 
 
Q5 Identify what we learn here about the love and the grace [and the 
mercy] of God. 
 
 
 
 
Q6 You have been saved by grace … through faith (v.8).  In terms of 
personal testimony, why do people speak more of their faith and of their 
response to the good news rather than of their indebtedness to God’s grace 
and love and mercy?  
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Q7 Discuss what it means to be ‘God’s handiwork created in Christ to do 
good works’ (v.10) 
 ‘We are not saved because of works (vv.8-9), but we are created in Christ 
Jesus for good works (v.10), good works which God prepared beforehand … 
so that we should continuously walk in them’ (Stott, p.85). 
 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response to the study spend a few minutes praising God – for his love 
and grace and mercy! 


