
 

13 Mar                         “The Lord’s Regret”                     Genesis 5-6  
 

6 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to 

them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they 

took as their wives any they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide 

in man for ever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim were on 

the earth in those days, and also afterwards, when the sons of God came in to the 

daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who 

were of old, the men of renown. 

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and 

it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have 

created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of 

the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favour in the 

eyes of the LORD. 

9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 

generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with 

violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 

corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to 

make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I 

will destroy them with the earth.14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make 

rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 This is how you are to 

make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 

cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of 

the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 For behold, I will 

bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of 

life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my 

covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and 

your sons' wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two 

of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and 

female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their 

kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort 

shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that 

is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; 

he did all that God commanded him. 

7 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I 

have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven 

pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are 
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not clean, the male and his mate, 3 and seven pairs[h] of the birds of the heavens also, 

male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in 

seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and every 

living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah 

did all that the LORD had commanded him. 

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the 

earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him went into 

the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are 

not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, 

male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And 

after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. 

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth 

day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the 

windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth for forty days 

and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and 

Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the 

ark, 14 they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to 

their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, 

and every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature.15 They went into the 

ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And 

those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded 

him. And the LORD shut him in. 

17 The flood continued for forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore 

up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased 

greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters 

prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole 

heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them 

fifteen cubits[j]deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, 

beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all 

mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life 

died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man 

and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out 

from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And 

the waters prevailed on the earth for 150 days. 
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Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Read 6:5-7, and 11-13. Then read also Jeremiah 17:9 and Ephesians 4:30. What 

does the Genesis passage and what do these verses tell us about (a) mankind, (b) 

God? How bad has man’s behaviour become? Applying these verses to ourselves, 

do these verses exaggerate the sinfulness of our own hearts? Was the sinfulness 

of Noah’s time worse than ours, given that God wiped nearly all mankind off the 

face of the earth then, but he doesn’t seem to wish to do so with us? What 

response from God does all sin deserve? Romans 6:23 may help! So what is the 

main point of these verses, and thus of the flood narrative? 

2. Read 6:8-10. In the previous verses God has resolved to destroy mankind. What 

contribution does v.8 make to our understanding of God’s intention? What does 

v.8 tell us about God? How would you respond to the suggestion, if it were 

made by a non-Christian friend, that God is petulant or capricious? 

3. What does v.9 (and 7:1) tell us about Noah? Is it significant that v.8 about God’s 

grace comes before v.9, and if so, why? If you are a Christian, did God choose you 

because you were righteous? So what part should righteousness play in our lives? 

4. Read 6:14-7:24. How should we understand the ‘covenant’ we read of in 6:18, (a) 

in respect of God’s part in it (What does God promise, and how does God keep 

his promises?), and (b) in respect of Noah’s part (How does Noah fulfil his 

obligation to obey God’s commands?). How does this apply to us? 

5. Read Hebrews 11:7. In what way was Noah a man of faith? According to this 

verse in this famous chapter of Hebrews about faith, how does Noah’s faith relate 

to his obedience? Read Hebrews 11:1 as well, and note the similarity in 

phraseology between v.1 and v.7 (‘things not seen’). Let’s now explore how our 

faith relates to our obedience. Does God save us when we live morally obedient 

lives? O.k., no! So if not, is our faith in Christ in any respect an act of obedience? 

Read Romans 1:1-6, especially v.5. The ‘gospel of God’ (v.1), ‘concerning his Son’ 

(v.3), calls us to ‘the obedience of faith’ (v.5). What was the command which you 

‘obeyed’ when you became a Christian? Read Acts 2:37-39 for the clear answer! 

Finally read 2 Thessalonians 1:8, to see the warning about the destiny of those 

who do not obey the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 


