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43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and 

with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and 

the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is 

the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” 45 And when he came, he 

went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 And they laid hands 

on him and seized him. 47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck 

the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to them, “Have 

you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Day 

after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let 

the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 And they all left him and fled. 

51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. 

And they seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. 

 

53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and 

the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had followed him at a distance, right 

into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards 

and warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found 

none. 56 For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not 

agree. 57 And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, 58 “We 

heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days 

I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even about this their testimony 

did not agree. 60 And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have 

you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 61 But he 

remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses 

do we need? 64 You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all 

condemned him as deserving death. 65 And some began to spit on him and to cover 

his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received 

him with blows. 



66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high 

priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You 

also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor 

understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the cock 

crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, 

“This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the 

bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a 

Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 

this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the cock crowed a second time. 

And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, 

you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Let the Scriptures be fulfilled (v.49) 

What is the full meaning of Jesus’ comment in v.41b, ‘the hour has come’? 

Compare it with v.49b. How important is this notion of fulfilment? Exactly 

what is being fulfilled now? 

 

 

2. He ran away naked (v.52) 

This young man fled like everyone else. He may not have been covered in a 

cloth as he ran, but surely, he was covered in shame, like all the others. 

Perhaps his nakedness then is intended as a symbol of his shame. We don’t 

know who he was, but it has long been suggested that he may be none other 

than Mark, the gospel-writer. Let’s assume he was. There was nothing to 

cover his body, and nothing to cover his shame. Might you have been 

ashamed, too, if you had been there? Would you have fared any better? How 

often today do we have good cause to be ashamed of our loyalty to Jesus? 

But look – we have Mark’s gospel! Does our shame have to persist forever? 

What’s the key to removing it? 

 

 

3. Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up (John 2:19) 

The actual saying of Jesus with which Jesus is charged in v.58 can be found in 

John 2:19. Have a look at it. What did he mean, do you think, in the claim, ‘I 

will raise it in three days’? What is the significance of any temple (i.e., what is 

it for)? The physical temple does not stand today – it was destroyed by the 

Romans in AD70. But is there a ‘temple’ today? Yes! What is it? I mean, Who 

is it?! In what way is he the temple? Why don’t we need a physical temple 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 



4. I am! (v.62) 

After being publicly very coy about his identity throughout his ministry, 

especially in this gospel, suddenly Jesus is right out in the open in his 

admission that he is indeed the Christ. Why do you think he does so here and 

now before the council? Now, we the readers know that after he was 

crucified, Jesus rose again, and ascended to the ‘right hand’ of the Father. 

Jesus prophesies this in v.62. What is the significance of Jesus being at his 

Father’s right hand? And ‘coming with the clouds of heaven’? Without 

speculating about what the clouds mean, what is the significance of his 

‘coming’? I mean, again, what is the significance for us, now, seeking to live 

our lives for Christ? 

 

 

5. Guilty! (v.64) 

In a sense, the charges against Jesus, under which he was found guilty by the 

council, were true. He was indeed the Christ! He did indeed condemn their 

precious temple. He did indeed ‘raise up’ a new one in three days. But the 

charges were unjust. Why? And why was there hope, and quite soon, for Peter 

and for Mark and for all the other disciples except for Judas, but not for the 

religious authorities? 

 

 

6. He broke down and wept (v.72) 

When did you last break down and weep for your disloyalty to Jesus? Why? 

Peter did at least stay as near as he dared to the action. But the pressures 

were too great for his feeble heart. What pressures do we face as we seek, 

but so often fail, to stay loyal to our Saviour? 

 
 


